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Charles Branch (Chair, 2022)   2022 
Vincent Traynelis (Chair Elect)   2022     
William Mack (Chair, NESAC)   2022 CNS Endovascular
Perry Ball (Chair, NCTAC)    2019 Neurocritical Care, Neurotrauma
Brian Hoh     2022 Cerebrovascular
Jonathan Miller     2021 Stereotactic & Functional
Michael Steinmetz    2022 Spine, Peripheral Nerve
Linda Liau     2018 Neurosurgical Oncology, Skull Base
      Jeff Weinberg     2024 Neurosurgical Oncology
      John Golfinos     2024 Skull Base
David Limbrick     2024 Pediatrics
 
ABNS Russell Lonser (Ex officio) 

RC – Robert Harbaugh (Ex officio)  
         Richard Ellenbogen  
ACGME – Kristen Ward Hirsch  SNS/ACGME THE SOCIETY OF NEUROLOGICAL SURGEONS

2024 CAST MEMBERS 2-year term, renewable 1 time for a total of 4 years



CAST Membership
Terms follow the academic year, beginning in July and ending in June

Name Institution Specialty 1st Term Start 2nd Term Start Term End Date

Charles Branch, MD
Chair  (Secretary/Treasurer since 2018) Wake Forest NA 2011 2014 2024

Vincent Traynelis, MD
Chair Elect Rush University NA 2018 2021 2026

William (Bill) Mack, MD 
(NESAC Chair since 2022) USC CNS Endovascular 2022 2024 2026

Perry Ball, MD 
(NCTAC Chair since 2020)

Dartmouth-Hitchcock 
Medical Center Neurocritical Care 2019 2022 2025

Brian Hoh, MD University of Florida Cerebrovascular 2022 2024 2026

Jonathan Miller, MD SUNY Upstate Stereotactic & Functional 2021 2024 2026

Linda Liau, MD
(John Golfinos, MD)
(Jeff Weinberg, MD)

UCLA
(NYU)
(MD Anderson)

Neurosurgical Oncology and 
Skull Base
(Skull Base)
(Neurosurgical Oncology)

2018
(2024)
(2024)

2021
(2026)
(2026)

2024
(2028)
(2028)

David Limbrick, MD Virginia Commonwealth Pediatrics 2024 2026

Michael Steinmetz, MD Cleveland Clinic Spine and Peripheral Nerve 2022 2024 2026

Russell Lonser, MD (ABNS Secretary) The Ohio State University Ex Officio

Robert Harbaugh, MD (RRC) Penn State Ex Officio

Kristen Ward Hirsch (ACGME Director) SNS/ACGME

THE SOCIETY OF NEUROLOGICAL SURGEONS



NESAC Membership
Terms follow the academic year, beginning in July and ending in June

Name Institution Specialty 1st Term Start 2nd Term Start Term End Date

Johanna Fifi, MD Icahn School of Medicine at 
Mount Sinai SVIN 2019 2022 2025

William (Bill) Mack, MD
(Chair) USC JSCVS 2021 2024 2026

Adam Arthur, MD University of Tennessee JSCVS 2019 2022 2024

Ameer Hassan, MD UT Rio Grande Valley SVIN 2021 2024 2026

Jeremy Heit, MD Stanford University SNIS 2023 2025 2027

Sameer Ansari, MD Northwestern SNIS 2019 2022 2024

Dr. Stavropoula Tjoumakaris Thomas Jefferson University JSCVS 2022 2024 2026

Dr. Raul Nogueira UPMC SVIN 2022 2024 2026

Dr. Ansaar Rai West Virginia University SNIS 2022 2024 2026

Charles Branch, MD (Chair) Wake Forest School of Medicine SIT WITH as CAST 
leadership

Vincent Traynelis, MD (Chair 
Elect) Rush University SIT WITH as CAST 

leadership
SURGEONSTHE SOCIETY OF NEUROLOGICAL 



NCTAC Membership
Terms follow the academic year, beginning in July and ending in June

Name Institution Specialty 1st Term Start 2nd Term Start Term End Date

Perry Ball, MD 
(Chair since 2020) Dartmouth-Hitchcock Neurosurgery: SNS 2019 2022 2025

Ben Rodgers, MD Goodman Campbell Neurosurgery: SNS 2019 2022 2025

Alan Hoffer, MD Case Western Neurosurgery: AANS/CNS on NT & CC 2019 2022 2025

Lori Shutter, MD UPMC Neurocritical Care: NCS 2019 2022 2024

Jamie Ullman, MD Northwell Health Neurosurgery: AANS/CNS on NT & CC 2019 2022 2025

Cheryl Chang, MD Duke University Neurology: NCS 2019 2022 2025

David Okonkwo, MD UPMC Neurosurgery: Chair and Liaison to 
UCNS/NCS ACGME committee 2019 2022 2024

Will Hazard, MD Penn State Anesthesiology 2022 2024 2026

Angela Shapshak University of Alabama Neurology: NCS 2022 2024 2026

Charles Branch, MD (Chair) Wake Forest School of Medicine SIT WITH CAST LEADERSHIP

Vincent Traynelis, MD (Chair Elect) Rush University SIT WITH CAST LEADERSHIP

THE SOCIETY OF NEUROLOGICAL SURGEONS



Administration

Leann Lepa
 Administrator

Employee of ABNS

Dr. Pam Derstine
Administrator



CAST Accreditation of Programs
as of May 1, 2024

     Programs                Approved 
Cerebrovascular      12
Endovascular      79
Neurocritical Care     27
Neurotrauma            6  
Neurosurgical Oncology      26
Peripheral Nerve                        10
Stereotactic/Functional      45  
Spine                                   59
Skull Base                              20
Pediatric                              33                     
          _____________________________________________________________________________________
    

         TOTAL       317 
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CAST Financial

THE SOCIETY OF NEUROLOGICAL SURGEONS

CAST Application Fees

     Current  Previous

New Application   $2500  $2500
Renewal Application  N/A  $1250
Annual Report Application $600  $250 
PD Change Application  $0  $0
Complement/Site Change $0  $1250 
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Review

THE SOCIETY OF NEUROLOGICAL SURGEONS

Review of 2023 changes
• Fall new application cycle was discontinued
• 5-year renewal applications no longer be required
• Yearly Annual Report will offer continuous 

accreditation
• Annual report application was updated allowing for 

complement and site changes
• Program Director application was updated



THE SOCIETY OF NEUROLOGICAL SURGEONS

CNS Endovascular 

• New requirement this year is verification of preliminary year cases

• Required in 2025 annual report that reviews 2024/25 academic year

• Graduating program will be responsible for obtaining and submitting 
prerequisite year numbers

• If the fellow’s prerequisite year was at another program, a letter                 
is needed from that Residency Program Director attesting to the 
completion of those 200 diagnostic angiograms (cerebral/spinal).

• New name! Changing from CNS Endovascular to Neuroendovascular

• Minimum case requirements are being updated to take place in 2025

Subspecialty Updates

ARANS at SNS Annual Meeting
May 17, 2024
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• Match update

• Sponsored by SNIS and run by NMRP

• First match will be in 2026 for 2027-2028 academic year

• All CAST CNS Endovascular programs are required to participate in the 
match

• If you are taking your own enfolded fellow, you don’t have to participate in 
the match that year

• Any exceptions to participating in any year’s match will be determined by 
the SNIS

• Chair update

• Dr. Bill Mack will be moving into the CAST Chair Elect position

• Dr. Ansaar Rai will move into the NESAC Chair position

ARANS at SNS Annual Meeting
May 17, 2024
Subspecialty Updates

CNS Endovascular cont…



THE SOCIETY OF NEUROLOGICAL SURGEONS

Effective July 1, 2027, all Fellowship Program Directors for CNS 
Endovascular fellowships must have of Recognition  Focused 

Practice (RFP) issued by the ABNS. 
CAST Certificates will not work after that date.

ARANS at SNS Annual Meeting
May 17, 2024
Subspecialty Updates

Those with CAST Certificates will need to go through the RFP 
application process with the ABNS which will include taking the 

exam (offered twice per year).

CNS Endovascular Fellowship Program Directors must             
have a CAST Certificate or Recognition of Focus                 

Practice (RFP) subspecialty credential.

CNS Endovascular cont…



THE SOCIETY OF NEUROLOGICAL SURGEONS

Neurocritical Care
• Rotation requirements in place for 2024

• Starting the 2024-2025 academic year, fellowship 12-month experience must include 
rotations in other ICUs other than the Neuro ICU and be described in detail in the 
block diagram and fellow schedule in the yearly annual report. Rotations must include

• Minimum of 6 months of Neuro ICU rotation

• Minimum of 3 months of non-Neuro ICU rotations (Trauma ICU, Surgical ICU, 
Medical ICU, Cardiac ICU, etc.)

• Remaining 3 months can be used for research, electives (Anesthesia, 
Neurodiagnostics) or additional ICU time 

• Site distances

• Participating sites within a NCC fellowship must be within 50 miles of each other 
to ensure the fellow is given the best educational experience supported by their 
Fellowship Program Director and Core Faculty. 

ARANS at SNS Annual Meeting
May 17, 2024

Subspecialty Updates



THE SOCIETY OF NEUROLOGICAL SURGEONS

Effective July 1, 2027, CAST Certificates will no longer be accepted as a 
NCC subspecialty credential for a neurosurgeon that is the Fellowship 

Program Director or Core Faculty. FPDs with CAST Certificates must 
have the Recognition of Focused Practice (RFP) credential issued         

by the ABNS, or an equivalent credential.

ARANS at SNS Annual Meeting
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Subspecialty Updates

Neurocritical Care cont…

NON-neurosurgical FPDs with CAST Certificates will need an 
equivalent credential (UCNS, ABPN, etc.) by July 1, 2027

Fellowships that have a non-neurosurgeon as the FPD also need a 
neurosurgeon as core faculty. That neurosurgeon must have, at a 

minimum, passed the RFP exam. 



THE SOCIETY OF NEUROLOGICAL SURGEONS

Neurosurgical Oncology
• New minimum case requirements in place for 2024
• Dr. Jeff Weinberg to replace Dr. Linda Liau in 2024
• First match will be in 2025 via the AANS/CNS Joint Tumor 

Section
Skull Base

• Dr. John Golfinos to replace Dr. Linda Liau in 2024
• New institutional minimum case requirements are in place
• First match happened in last year via the North American 

Skull Base Society, will have match again this year
Cerebrovascular

• New minimum case requirements in place for 2024

ARANS at SNS Annual Meeting
May 17, 2024

Subspecialty Updates



THE SOCIETY OF NEUROLOGICAL SURGEONS

Peripheral Nerve

• Minimum case requirements were updated in 2023

Spine

• No changes to minimum case requirements but ongoing discussion of 
total institutional cases and resident complement 

• Task Force established to discuss and develop Match

• Code consolidation effort initiated to simplify case submission process

Stereotactic/Functional

• Minimum case requirements were updated fall 2022

ARANS at SNS Annual Meeting
May 17, 2024
Subspecialty Updates



NESAC departing members in 2024
• Dr. Adam Arthur (Neurosurgery, JSVS)
• Dr. Sameer Ansari (Radiology, SNIS)
• Dr. William Mack (Chair Elect)

CAST departing members in 2024
• Dr. Linda Liau (Neurosurgical Oncology, Skull Base)
• Dr. Douglas Brockmeyer (Pediatrics)
• Dr. Charles Branch (Chair) 

ARANS at SNS Annual Meeting
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Committee Member Updates

NCTAC departing members in 2024
• Dr. Lori Shutter (NCS)
• Dr. David Okonkwo (UCNS/NCS)



Committee Member Updates
CAST new members in 2024
• Dr. John Golfinos - Skull Base
• Dr. Jeff Weinberg – Neurosurgical Oncology
• Dr. David Limbrick- Pediatrics
• Dr. Brian Howard – NESAC
• Dr. Justin Mascitelli – NESAC
• Dr. David Greer – NCTAC
• Dr. Patty Raksin – NCTAC

• Pending SNS Exec and CAST Ratification

Leadership Updates
• CAST Chair: Dr. Vincent Traynelis
• CAST Chair Elect: Dr. William Mack
• NESAC Chair: Dr. Ansaar Rai

ARANS at SNS Annual Meeting
May 17, 2024
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NESAC departing members in 2025
• Dr. Johanna Fifi (Neurology, SVIN)

ARANS at SNS Annual Meeting
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2025 Committee Updates

CAST departing members in 2025
• Dr. Perry Ball (NCTAC Chair)

NCTAC departing members in 2025
• Dr. Perry Ball (Chair) (Neurosurgery ,SNS)
• Dr. Ben Rodgers (Neurosurgery, SNS)
• Dr. Alan Hoffer (Neurosurgery, AANS/CNS)
• Dr. Jamie Ullman (Neurosurgery, AANS/CNS)
• Dr. Cheryl Chang (Neurology, NCS)



CAST Updates and Changes

THE SOCIETY OF NEUROLOGICAL SURGEONS

Website
  
  
  

Case logs, requirements, & updates all available on the CAST website



IMPORTANT CAST DATES 2024
Application Opens Application Closes Review Deadline Meetings

January Spring Cycle Application Open: Jan 1st

February Spring Cycle Application Closed:  
February 28th

March Spring Application Reviews Due: end of 
March (TBD)

April NCTAC Spring Meeting: April 16, 2-24
NESAC Spring Meeting: April 18, 2024
CAST Spring Meeting: April 30, 2024

May AANS Meeting: May 3 – 6, Chicago
ABNS Oral Board Exam:  May 10-12, 2024
Neurocritical Care  RFP Exam: May 17, 2024
CNS Endovascular RFP Exam: May 17, 2024
Pediatric RFP Exam: May 17, 2024
SNS Meeting: May 17-19, 2024, New York 

June Annual Report Cycle Open: June 1st

July Annual Report Cycle Closed:  July 
31st

August Annual Report Reviews
Due: late mid to late September (TBD)

September NCTAC / NESAC / CAST Annual Report Meetings: 
end of September/early October

October CNS Meeting: Sept. 28 - Oct, 2, Washington D.C.
Academy Meeting: Oct. 16-19, Hall Moon Bay, CA

November ABNS Oral Board Exam: Oct. 25-26, 2024

December CNS Endovascular RFP Exam: Dec. 6, 2024



IMPORTANT CAST DATES 2025
Application Opens Application Closes Review Deadline Meetings

January Spring Cycle Application Open: Jan 1st

February Spring Cycle Application Closed:  
February 28th

March Spring Application Reviews Due: end of 
March (TBD)

April NCTAC / NESAC / CAST Spring Meetings: End of 
April/Beg of May
AANS Meeting: April 25 – 28, 2025, Boston

May ABNS Oral Board Exam:  May 2-3, 2025
Neurocritical Care  RFP Exam: May 9, 2025
CNS Endovascular RFP Exam: May 9, 2025
SNS Meeting: May 16-18, 2025, Cleveland 

9June Annual Report Cycle Open: June 1st

July Annual Report Cycle Closed:  July 
31st

August Annual Report Reviews
Due: late mid to late September (TBD)

September NCTAC / NESAC / CAST Annual Report Meetings: 
end of September/early October

October CNS Meeting: Oct. 11-15,, Los Angeles
Academy Meeting, Oct. 22-25, 2025, Greece

November ABNS Oral Board Exam: Nov. 7-8, 2025

December CNS Endovascular RFP Exam: Dec. 5, 2025
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Q: Do we submit a Fellowship Program Director change application within the 
annual report?

A: No, the FPD change application should be submitted as soon as you know 
about the change or when the change occurs. It is a separate application from 
the yearly annual report. 

Q: Is CAST considering supporting away rotation/travel during the fellowship? If a 
fellow is meeting all case minimums almost halfway through the year, why not 
support their education and let them see other approaches/procedures that are 
not typically seen at the home institution?

A: CAST does not support travel to other institutions not listed as an approved 
site in a previous application or annual report. 

Q & A
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Q: Will CAST consider lowering the # of required IR procedures in the two following 
categories as it seems like our program is not the only program struggling to reach 
the minimums, such as Intracranial embolization (AVM, AVF, Tumor) (20 min) and 
Head and neck embolization (15 min)

A: NESAC is currently working on updating minimum case requirements that 
will go into affect in 2025

Q & A

Q: Do case numbers have to be exact that are submitted into the applications?

A: Yes they must be exact case numbers. If case numbers submitted appear 
to be estimated or rounded, that is a red flag and should be avoided.
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Q: According to recent meeting information, Endovascular will go into match starting 
in 2025. Are all CAST fellowships on board with the match? If not, when should the 
residents start applying for the non-matching program? 

A: The match for Endovascular will be in 2026 for the 2027-2028 academic 
year

Q: What is the timeline for other specialties to do match like Spine, Peds, etc.?

A: Pediatrics already has a match in place and is managed by ACPNF. Skull 
Base had its first match last year, and planning another this year. 
Neurosurgical Oncology is planning on their first match next year. All  
sections and societies will decide their own match timeline and processes. 

Q & A
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Q: When do programs get application results?

A: We do our best to send new application results in the spring by the end of 
May. For annual report results, we aim to send results by the end of the year. 

Q & A
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Q & A

Any other questions?
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